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RETURN DATE: MAY 13, 2025  : SUPERIOR COURT 

DOCKET NO.: HHB-CV25-   : 

       : JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF  

FRANKLIN SQUARE PRESERVATION   : NEW BRITAIN 

SOCIETY, INC., Plaintiff,    : 

       :   

vs.       : 

       : AT NEW BRITAIN 

DIVINE PROVIDENCE PARISH    : 

CORPORATION, ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI  : 

CHURCH CORPORATION OF NEW   : 

BRITAIN and CITY OF NEW BRITAIN,   : 

Defendants      : APRIL 22, 2025 

 

COMPLAINT 

 

1. Plaintiff, Franklin Square Preservation Society, Inc. [hereinafter, “Preservation 

Society”], is a Connecticut nonstock corporation with an office at 33 Kensington 

Road, Kensington, Connecticut, engaged in activities to preserve and protect historic 

structures and sites in the Franklin Square area of New Britain, among them St. Peter 

Church.  

2. Plaintiff seeks to prevent demolition of St. Peter Church. 

3. Defendant St. Francis of Assisi Church Corporation of New Britain [hereinafter, “St. 

Francis Corporation”] is successor by merger to Divine Providence Parish 

Corporation, the record owner of St. Peter Church. 

4. Defendant City of New Britain [hereinafter, “the City”] is a Connecticut municipality 

with powers, among others, to implement and enforce state and local buildings codes 

throughout the city.  

5. St. Peter Church is listed as a “contributing structure” in the Downtown New Britain 

Historic District. 
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6. The Downtown New Britain Historic District is a historic district listed on the National 

Register of Historic Places.  

7. In December 2021, St. Peter Church was closed as an ongoing church parish with 

Sunday services.  

8. The Divine Providence Parish Corporation solicited a structural inspection of St. Peter 

Church to be undertaken by Redfern Engineering, LLC.  

9. The report issued by Redfern [hereinafter, Redfern report”] determined that St. Peter 

Church suffered significant structural damage because of an earthquake on or about 

April 5, 2024. 

10.  The inspection conducted by Redfern was incomplete and failed to provide an 

adequate factual basis for the conclusions and opinions reached.  

11. In reliance on the Redfern report, the Divine Providence Parish Corporation, applied 

for and obtained approval from the New Britain Historic Preservation Commission to 

demolish St. Peter Church without any delay. 

12. On or about February 3, 2025, the City, through its building official, posted a 

condemnation notice on St. Peter Church to bar any access to the church itself and 

the church grounds. 

13. On March 21, 2025, four weeks after the condemnation notice was posted, the City, 

through its Chief Building Official, in reliance on an “engineer evaluation,” issued a 

Formal Notice of Unsafe Structure to the Divine Providence Parish Corporation.  

14.  Plaintiff has no adequate administrative remedy to prevent destruction of the 

building. 
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15. As a contributing structure in the New Britain Downtown Historic District, St. Peter 

Church is a protected resource under the Connecticut Environmental Protection Act, 

C.G.S. §§. 22a-15, et seq., §22a-19a.  

16. Sections 22a-15 through 22a-19a of the Connecticut Environmental Protection Act 

[“CEPA”] are applicable to historic structures, listed or contributing to historic districts 

listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  

17. A public trust exists in the air, water, and other natural resources for the State of 

Connecticut, including historic structures, pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes 

§22a-15. 

18. Plaintiff has standing to bring this action for an injunction pursuant to CEPA, C.G.S. 

§§22a-16, 22a-19a and/or 22a-20, for protection of the public trust in the natural 

resources of this state from unreasonable destruction including structures which are 

part of district listed on the National Register.  

19. Unless Defendant Corporations are enjoined from demolition of St. Peter Church, 

said Defendant or its agents, servants, employees, or contractors, will proceed with 

demolition of the building and unreasonably destroy the public trust in it. 

20. Denial of the relief Plaintiff requests in this action will cause Plaintiff far greater injury 

than any injury Defendants may suffer, in that demolition of St. Peter Church would 

render this matter moot before a judicial determination of the issues. 

21. Plaintiff will suffer irreparable injury and damage if the public trust in this building is 

destroyed by demolition of it.  

22. Irreparable harm is imminent; no administrative or judicial barrier to demolition exists.  
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WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff claims: 

A. A temporary injunction enjoining the defendant Corporations from demolition of St. 

Peter Church, removal or destruction of any furnishings and architectural features 

thereof, and from taking any other action to commence the demolition of St. Peter 

Church until further order of the Court. 

B. A temporary injunction for the City and the defendant Corporations to permit access 

to St. Peter Church and grounds by Plaintiff’s structural engineering consultants for 

an independent inspection of the church structure.  

C. A permanent injunction to enjoin the Defendants from demolishing, removing, or 

destroying and from taking any other action to commence the demolition of St. Peter 

Church or removal or destruction of any furnishing and architectural features of St. 

Peter Church.  

D. Attorney’s fees and costs pursuant to C.G.S. §22a-18(c), and 

E. Such other and further relief as the Court may determine just and fair.  

 

FRANKLIN SQUARE PRESERVATION  

SOCIETY, INC., PLAINTIFF  

 

                By: _________________________________  
          Philip N. Walker, its Attorney 
        Juris No. 305344 
       P.O. Box 467 
       New Hartford, CT 06057 
       860.379.1077 
       213.325.7020 (facsimile) 
       philipwalkerlaw@outlook.com  
  

mailto:philipwalkerlaw@outlook.com
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RETURN DATE:   MAY 13, 2025   : SUPERIOR COURT 
DOCKET NO.: HHB-CV25-    : 
       : JUDICIAL DISTRICT OF  
FRANKLIN SQUARE PRESERVATION   : NEW BRITAIN 
SOCIETY, INC., Plaintiff,    : 
       :   
vs.       : 
       : AT NEW BRITAIN 
DIVINE PROVIDENCE PARISH    : 
CORPORATION, ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI   : 
PARISH CORPORATION and   :  
CITY OF NEW BRITAIN, Defendants  : APRIL 22, 2025 
 

AMOUNT IN CONTROVERSY 
 

Plaintiff seeks relief other than damages. 
 

FRANKLIN SQUARE PRESERVATION  
SOCIETY, INC., PLAINTIFF  

 
By: 
________________________________  

          Philip N. Walker, its Attorney 
        Juris No. 305344 
       P.O. Box 467 
       New Hartford, CT 06057 
       860.379.1077 
       213.325.7020 (facsimile) 
       philipwalkerlaw@outlook.com   


