Dennis L. Kern
33 Kensington Road
Berlin, Connecticut 06037

April 18,2025

Mr. Michael Nomack, Chief Building Official
City of New Britain

27 West Main Street - Room 404

New Britain, CT 06051

Re: Condemnation and Proposed Demolition of St. Peter Church

Dear Mr. Nomack:

I have written to you on February 18, 20 and April 1,2 and 15 about the condemnation of St.
Peter. The owner, St. Francis of Assisi Church, has shared with the City a structural engineering
report by Redfern Engineering, LLC, dated July 14, 2024. This report ascribes perceived
damages to the church building to an earthquake, 4.8 magnitude, in Tewksbury, New Jersey, 124
miles away. '

In my previous letters, I pointed out to you that there were a number of issues or problems
concerning this report, not the least of which is that its conclusions were unsupported by the facts
and that it did not consider the fact that St. Peter Church is on the National Register of Historic
Places. ’

Yet I have received no response from you to these concerns. Perhaps your approach to my
letters results from the fact that I am not a professional engineer. Even though my concerns are
evident from any neutral examination of the Redfern report.

So, I have now obtained a copy of a report from Cirrus Structural Engineering dated April 9,
2025.

Its principal, Elizabeth Acly, P.E., offers a detailed critique of the Redfern report and explains
why it does not justify an order of condemnation.

I enclose a copy of the Cirrus report for your review.

As a professional engineer, the criticism of the Redfern report by Elizabeth Acly should be given
the respect that my comments could not receive.

Ms. Acly concludes: “In my opinion, basing the conclusion of ‘substantial structural damage’ on
hairline cracks in the brick masonry at only two discrete locations on the second floor in the
tower, without consideration of the cracking patterns on the exterior or a more -in-depth
investigation to validate the limited observed structural damage, does not provide sufficient
evidence to support a building condemnation.”



'Page Two
April 18, 2025

.Accordingly, once again, I request that the order of condemnation be rescinded pending a
.complete structural engineering study by a structural engineer familiar with historic buildings
and which includes an examination of the exterior and interior walls of the entire church and the
lateral support for the steeple. Since St. Peter Church is included in the National Registry of
Historic Places and shares a memorable history with the City, a further detailed evaluation of the
interior and exterior of the building is required. The parishioners and St. Peter’s Society remain
willing to provide this report free of charge if the Church is opened for inspections by the Owner.

Thank you.

‘
Dénnis L. Kern
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Copy: Sergio Lupo, Director
Mayor Erin Stewart
Mandators
Preservation Connecticut



