St. Peter’s Society
P.O. Box 1611 .
New Britain, CT 06050

March 19, 2025

Mayor Erin Stewart

City of New Britain .

27 West Main Street - Room 404
New Britain, CT 06051

Re: St. Peter Church — 98 Franklin Square, New Britain, Connecticut

Dear Mayor:

St. Peter’s Society was founded in 1884 in order to assist in the. construction and maintenance of
St. Peter Church, '

Founded in 1873 by German immigrants St. Peter Church was constructed on Franklin Square.
The lower level which served as the church until the superstructure was finished was completed
in 1890. The Gothic Church with its two hundred (200) foot steeple and vaulted ceilings was
dedicated in 1900. Stained glass windows depicting St. Peter and the life of Christ were
imported from Munich in 1900 and in 1936. '

The immigrants wanted their church to remind them of their homes, so it was constructed in a
medieval Gothic style.

St. Peter Church is now threatened with demolition. As a result of an incomplete and misleading
structural engineering report by Redfern the Building Department has issued an order of
condemnation despite the fact that the church is listed in the National Registry of Historic Places.
The New Britain Historic Preservation Commission has refused to delay the demolition without
giving the parishioners an opportunity to be heard at a public hearing.

For your review, I enclose a copy of the Redfern report.

St. Peter’s Society objects to this report as the basis for the condemnation of St. Peter Church for
. the following reasons:

1. Where is the evidence of economic infeasibility for rehabilitation or repairs?
2. Where is there any identification of required repairs and estimated costs of these repairs?
3. Where is any documentation or analysis of the historical value of St. Peter’s? There is no

mention of the fact that it is listed on the National Registry of Historic places.
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4. Where is any explanation as to how the demolition would benefit the community?

5. Where is any evidence of an inspection of the exterior of the church and any evidence of
exterior cracks in the exterior structure? '

6. Where is any investigation of the origin of the several cracks in the plaster adornments
noted by the pillars of the church? Are these cracks new or old? What lies behind the
cracks? Is there evidence of structural damage with regard to the pillars adorned by the
plaster? Has any plaster been removed so that what lies behind the plaster can be
examined?

\

7. Where a drainage pipe fell, was there any inquiry to see whether the drainpipes had been
installed correctly in the first place several years ago when the copper pipes were stolen?

8. Was the interior of the steeple checked? A ladder has been lol‘cat'ed within the inside of
' the steeple since it was constructed. ;

|

9. Where is the factual basis for the assumption in the report thét the lateral load-carrying

capacity of the tower has been reduced by more than thirty-th:ree (33%) percent?

10.  Where is any suggestion or reference within the report that thje steeple or the church is in
imminent danger of collapse? Also, why if there is such an imminent danger why was
the sidewalk and Franklin Square itself not cordoned off by the City?

11. Why did the applicant for demolition wait for six months to rfequest’ the order of
condemnation if the Applicant believed that the engineering report indicated that the
structure was unsafe and justified its condemnation and demolition?

Because the Redfern report is clearly incomplete and misleading St. Peter’s Society requests that

the City take the following actions: [

o |

1. Direct the City Engineer to examine the Redfern report to consider its adequacy for the
purpose of the demolition of a structure listed on the National} Registry. If he deems it
inadequate he should direct the Building Official to rescind th]e order of condemnation
and request that the applicant for demolition provide a more complete report.

| .

2. Because this report is incomplete and misleading St. Peter’s S‘ociety asks that you as
Mayor, request that the Common Council for the City of Newi'Britain prepare and pass a
Resolution protecting this historic church which so beautifully anchors Franklin Square.

!
|

To demolish this historic church on the basis of an obviously inadequ:ate and incomplete

structural engineering report grievously affects the historical foundation of the City and is a very

bad precedent. ) |
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If the steeple of St. Peter’s must fall to the wrecking ball let it be for an adequate and satisfactory
reason. Testimony at the Historic Preservation Commission that the repairs to the church will
cost from $3.0 million to $6.0 million dollars without a factual basis established by an engineer

is not a sufficient reason. If this opinion is undocumented and unsupported by any evidence the
order to demolition must be rescinded.

Thank you.

Very truly yours,

e, Sty

Jakob Koch,

Secretary, St. Peter’s Society

Copy: Common Council, City of New Britain
Mandators under Canon Law
Members of the St. Peter’s Society




